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CHIEF JUSTICE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — PETER QUINLAN, SC — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.06 pm]: Yesterday afternoon during a ceremony at the 
Supreme Court, I had the honour as Attorney General, on behalf of the Western Australian government and the 
public of Western Australia, of welcoming the ascension of Peter Quinlan, SC, to the high judicial office of 
Chief Justice of Western Australia. His Honour is just the fourteenth person to hold the high office of Chief Justice 
in this state and become head of the third arm of our democratic government—that is, the independent judiciary. 
I am delighted to welcome Chief Justice Quinlan and his wife, Lucette, to the Speaker’s gallery to join us this 
afternoon. Governments of both persuasions have benefited from His Honour’s focused, well-reasoned and timely 
advice on complex legal and constitutional matters as Solicitor-General during the past two years, although his 
grasp of the law and advocacy skills have been on display for far longer than that. After winning the H.C.F Keall 
Prize in Law for outstanding student in his final year at university and graduating with first class honours, 
His Honour then joined the Crown Solicitor’s Office in 1993, where he rose to the position of assistant Crown Counsel 
under the then Solicitor-General, Mr Kevin Parker, AC, QC. 
From 2001, Chief Justice Quinlan spent 16 years at the independent bar, at which his practice was both successful 
and diverse, ranging from representing some of Australia’s largest corporations to pro bono work of the utmost 
public importance, including appearing as counsel for the family of the late Ms Dhu at the rather fraught coronial 
inquest into her tragic death in custody. Chief Justice Quinlan is universally renowned for his courtesy and good 
humour, and he has done much to foster collegiality in the legal profession—a leadership trait that I am confident 
he will bring to the Supreme Court bench. 
In Chief Justice Quinlan, whose appointment took effect from 13 August, I am confident that we have given the 
public of Western Australia a Chief Justice for our time: a man of the people, for the people, whose intellect, drive 
and sense of fairness will be a beacon of justice in this state. I commend his appointment to the house. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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